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six million to between fourteen and fifteen million.
Our Ministers do not look upon this subject as statesmen,
either with a view to the strength or the constitution of
Government in this country. Both in my opinion are in
great peril' ".x
As time passed on the position grew worse. The poor
rates in some parts of England increased 50 per cent and
large sums were subscribed to keep the workers from
starvation. Serious riots occurred in die north of England,
where conditions were particularly bad; machines were
destroyed; shops were looted, and the military were em-
ployed to protect life and property. Lord Redesdale
opposed a Bill investing Ministers with discretionary
power during the approaching recess to admit foreign corn
at a fixed duty, because its object was to impose a tax upon
the agriculturist for the relief of the manufacturer. He had
no objection to a general tax for that purpose, but he
protested against a partial tax. He maintained that to
ruin the agriculturist for the benefit of the manufacturer
would injure both classes without relieving either. The
first care in every country ought to be its agriculture,
for from it the population arose and from the population
arose the manufacturer: therefore to cause distress among
the agriculturists, such as had existed some time ago, when
the importation of corn had ruined more than half the
farmers, could not be beneficial to the manufacturers. If
the capital of the agriculturist was reduced in this country,
the injury to the manufacturers would be extreme. He had
lately talked with a man who had made inquiries in differ-
ent parts of the country as to the means which farmers
possessed of paying their rents, and he learnt that out of
1 Diary and Correspondence of Lord Colchester (op. cit.), HI, 256 et seq.
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